
Geoff Gwilym VAcc· 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFF CER You re In good hands 

Victorian Automobile 

Chamber of Commerce 

24 March 2020 

The Hon. Daniel Andrews 
Premier of Victoria 
Level 1, 1 Treasury Place 
EAST MELBOURNE VIC 3002 

Email daniel.andrews@parliament.vie.gov.au 

Dear Premier 

ABN 63 009 478 209 

VACC House 
464 St Kilda Road 
MELBOURNE VIC 3004 

P: 03 9829 1103 
M: 0417350 159 
E: ggwilym@vacc.com.au 

I write to request you support and encourage the classification of the automotive industry as an 
essential service. 

At this time, the people of Victoria require certainty: 

• certainty that if they are ill, medical teams will have access to required medical supplies;

• certainty that they can feed their families with necessities purchased from local stores;

• certainty that if they are in an emergency situation - such as a fire, medical situation, or crime
scene - that emergency services will be at hand to assist.

All of these essential services rely upon the automotive industry to keep them functional. Therefore, 
the automotive industry is an essential service itself. 

Section 3 of the Victorian Essential Services Act 1958 further states that 'essential service' means 
any of the following services, namely: 

a) transport;

b) fuel;

c) light;

d) power;

e) water;

f) 
g) 

sewerage; 

any service (whether of a type similar to the foregoing or not) specified from time to time by 
order of the Governor in Council published in the Government Gazette. 

The automotive industry plays an important part in facilitating all of the above essential services 
mentioned in the Act. Please support and encourage the classification of the entire automotive 
industry as an essential service in Victoria. 

The Victorian Automobile Chamber of Commerce has adopted the Motor Trades Association of 
Australia's national position on essential services, and this is attached for your information. 

Kind regards 


