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CARAVANS WANTED
Any condition. Anywhere

0417 373 338

Cars Wanted

OLD&DAMAGED

Cars min $250 Drive in
Complete IMLACHS

Springvale LMCT1229

☎ 1300 652 070

Cars Wanted

CA$H
For all 1970’s cars

FORDS
XW-XY-XA-XB-XC

Anycondition-Anywhere
All chromebumper cars

Statewidepickup

Phone:0409 096 225
Private collector/Restorer

Prestige Vehicles

PONTIAC FIREBIRD

1967
Automatic,

Left handdrive,

400BigBlockEngine

Needs tobe
inspected.

Oneof akind.

SOLD

Looking for 
car parts?

We live in Western Victoria with a 2013 Ford 
Focus diesel. We want to update to a similar-
sized hatch around two years old. Focus 
replacements are few in our area, so we’re 
thinking Mazda3, Hyundai i30, Toyota Corolla 
or Holden Astra. Budget is $18-22,000. Can 
you help?
Tony Revell, email
No bad choices there, although leave the Mazda3 
as your budget won’t stretch to the all-new, much 
improved model (from 2019). You can afford a 2018 
Corolla hatch, which is a peach to drive, but rear 
seat and boot space are terrible. An Astra at the 
right price could be a good buy. It’s a cracking drive, 
especially the turbo RS. Find a late-2017 version and 
it should have a bonus seven-year factory warranty. 
The i30’s a safe bet — go for a “PD” series from 2017. 
For a car this young, insist on a perfect factory 
warranty and look for “one owner” cars.

TAKE IT EASY
In the past it was recommended to “run in” a 
new car over the first few hundred kilometres. 
Today, we’re not advised to do this. What’s 
changed?
Craig Mitchell, email
I remember my dad doing this in the 1980s when 
he’d get a new company car every three years. 
Revs were kept low until 1000km ticked over, 
then he’d suddenly be “allowed” to drive it like 
Ayrton Senna. Some new cars still cover a running-
in process in the owner’s manual, but better 
manufacturing tolerances, castings, components 
and lubricants have made it less imperative. I was 
just chatting to the guy in charge of Porsche 
Australia’s fleet. He said he still likes to gently run in 
each car before letting journalists drive them.

FOR THE ‘BURBS
I’m after a small, reliable, cheap to run SUV. It’ll 
be used in suburbia and occasionally carry 
passengers. I was told to consider Mitsubishi’s 
ASX, but what else is there for $30,000?

Cheryl Collier, email
The ASX is a good call for cabin space, inclusions, 
long warranty and cheap service costs, but it’s a 
very old model now. It’s been facelifted, but its 
bones are from 2010. My pick is Kia’s Seltos. It’s a 
polished all-rounder brimming with value and 
won’t break the bank to run. A Sport grade is yours 
for $30,490 drive-away. A Hyundai Kona’s good if 
you like its style, but also look at smaller SUVs such 
as Volkswagen’s T-Cross and Hyundai’s Venue.

PULLING POWER
I own a 2002 Nissan Patrol with four-speed 
auto. Its towing capacity is 2500kg, yet the 
same model with manual gearbox is 3200kg. 
Why? Also, in your SUV reviews you only give 
one towing rating, rather than differentiating 
between manual and auto figures. Or do the 
latest models have the same figures?
Ron Jarvis, email
You basically can’t get anything but an auto 
gearbox in tow vehicles these days. Toyota’s 
LandCruiser 70 Series and utes are really all that 
remain with manual ’boxes. Vehicles with choice of 
auto or manual largely have the same tow ratings 
now. Older automatics were more complex than 
manuals and had the propensity to cook 
themselves when towing, hence the poorer tow 
rating. The cooling systems have been sorted in 
modern vehicles.

COOL CHANGE
While everyone concentrates on electric car 
range, what if you’re snowed in and stopped 
on the highway for hours? It often happens in 
the US. How long can you run the electric 
heater before the battery dies?
Bob Simpson, email
Highway snow-ins aren’t a common problem in 
Australia, but I see your point. Petrol and diesel cars 
run out of fuel if you leave the car running and 
heater on too remember. Australians are more 
likely, tragically, to get stuck in a bushfire. An electric 
car (EV) doesn’t have an air filter to get clogged 
with smoke and ash, whereas this can starve an 
internal combustion engine of oxygen and stall it. 
This happened in France’s Mont Blanc tunnel fire in 
1999. I’m not suggesting an EV would be your 
saviour in a bushfire, but it’s an intriguing discussion.

LOYAL SERVANT
Re the price of new cars, I’m 90 and still driving
all over Victoria on a mini holiday in my 2007 
Nissan Maxima. I wouldn’t swap it for anything 
new today. I’ve been driving over paddocks in 
an old Willys Overland since I was 12. Never 
had an accident or even a fine.
Clyde Woods, Murrumbeena
I love owners who’ve stayed loyal to their cherished 
cars. We don’t all need a new one every three years.

FUTURE CLASSIC
I own a 2006 Holden VZ Commodore SS ute 
with six-litre V8. It has 130,000km and is in 
very good condition. I’m thinking of 
downsizing, but is it possible it is quite unique 
and collectable, or will it be just another old 
Holden?
John McGrath, email
It may take a while for the VZ to be seen as a 
classic, but performance examples are more likely 
to see a spike in values. Any Aussie-built V8 ute is 
going to have nostalgic (and therefore financial) 
value in future — they don’t make them anymore 
and sadly, never will again.

R O A D S I D E  A S S I S T

WRITE TO MOTORING AT 
CARS@NEWS.COM.AU OR 

PO BOX 2808, GPO SYDNEY, 2001

IAIN CURRY GETS ANSWERS

My son’s looking to buy a new car for his 
family of five — there’s a newborn and a 
buggy. He saw a Skoda wagon for $46,000 
drive-away, but I’m trying to convince him to 
buy Japanese. His budget is around 
$50,000 and he doesn’t mind an SUV.
Naozer Contractor, email
If it’s the Skoda Superb wagon, I can’t think of 
anything better as a family car for five. Incredibly 
spacious and it’s easy to load a buggy in the boot 
as it’s lower than an SUV. Skodas have a solid 
reliability reputation and five-year warranty. 
There are no Japanese large sedan/wagon rivals 
but if he doesn’t mind SUVs the Toyota RAV4, 
Mazda CX-5 and Subaru Forester are the pick.

SIZE MATTERS

THE I30 HAS IT
Lots of cars and motorcycles are 

parked in Melbourne garages 
right now, not being used much. 

For people who enjoy driving, that 
can be hard, but we can still get our 
auto fix from the couch. Here are my 
top 10 auto-themed movies…
1. Le Mans. A 24-hour race, exotic 1970s 
sports cars and an almost non-verbal 
Steve McQueen. What’s not to like?
2. Grand Prix. John Frankenheimer’s 
Formula One masterpiece from 1966 
featured rare innovations like in-car 
cameras that allowed viewers to 
experience the thrill of racing in a 
new way. You’ll also see real-life F1 
drivers, including Jack Brabham.
3. Rendezvous. This 1976 cult classic 
is only eight minutes long, but the 
vision of an unseen car dashing 
through the quiet pre-dawn Paris 
streets is mesmerising. 
4. The Italian Job. Three Minis driving 
through impossible situations with 
stolen loot outshine a crashing 
Lamborghini Miura and Michael 
Caine’s Aston Martin DB4 convertible.
5. Tucker: The man and his dream. 
Starring Jeff Daniels, this film shows 
what can be done when someone 
really puts their mind to something. 
But sometimes things only go so far…
6. Christine. Based on the Stephen 
King classic, when a man becomes 
obsessed with his Plymouth Fury 
things take a turn for the worse. Can  
a car really be that charming? 
7. Mad Max. For me, the low-budget 
original with Mel Gibson and a bunch 
of classic Falcons racing across the 
arid Australian landscape captured 
the era in a way the sequels did not. 
8. Goldfinger. Every James Bond 
movie features exotic cars in unlikely 
situations, but the Aston Martin DB5 
that 007 drove through Switzerland, 
machine guns ablaze, set the tone for 
every ‘car’ movie that followed. 
9. Ronin. That car chase through the 
streets of Paris set the bar for realism 
and excitement. 
10. Bullitt. You can’t be serious about 
car movies without this one. Steve 
McQueen in his 1968 Mustang GT 390 
chasing a shady guy in a Chrysler 
Charger 440 through the streets of San 
Francisco has never been bettered.

Movie 
magic
RELIVE THE 
AUTO ACTION
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