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Call or place an ad online  
13 11 13 or buysearchsell.com.au

Grab a bargain at 
Buy Search Sell

Caravans & Motor

Homes

Motoring

CARAVANS WANTED

Any condition. Anywhere

0417 373 338

Sold!

Motoring Cars Wanted

WANTED
DATSUN
SKYLINE

1973 to 1989
240K , C210, R30,

R31Ti. Whole or parts
Any Condition pay $$

✆ 0422 076 298

Cars Wanted

OLD&DAMAGED

Cars min $250 Drive in
Complete IMLACHS

Springvale LMCT1229

☎ 1300 652 070

I wrote asking your opinion between a BMW 
X4 and Range Rover Evoque. Well, I bought a 
2019 TD180SE Evoque demonstrator with just 
60km on the clock. I can’t thank you enough 
for your advice; it’s such a beautiful car and an 
absolute luxury to me.
Jeff Wright, email
Life’s for living. If you have the funds and love your 
cars, drive something that makes you smile each 
time you see it.

VALUE PACKED
Re “expensive” new cars, in the 1980s I paid 
$35,000 for a new car and $85,000 for a used 
house. Today, a $35,000 new car is vastly 
better; the three-decades older house now 
costs $1.8 million. Case rests.
Paul Kennedy, email
Ludicrous city house price increases muddy the 
waters of your argument, but I see your point. 

POOR PLANNING?
My 2018 BMW M3 was bought with a service 
plan. When going for a service, BMW told me 
the oil only needed changing every two years 
or 25,000km. What? For a twin-turbo 
performance engine? I insisted the oil was 
changed and was relieved of $350. BMW 
should be performing essential services rather 
than trying to save money. This is my fifth and 
final BMW.
Tim Collins, email
BMW has what it calls Conditioned Based 
Servicing (CBS). BMW explains: “the condition of 
wearing parts and operating fluids is determined 
using sensors and algorithms, or based on 
parameters such as mileage or driving habits.” If 
your M3 did track days each weekend, it’d tell 
you the oil needed changing more often. I agree 
with you — two years between oil changes 
seems too long for an M3, but that’s apparently 

the recommendation in your case. A prepaid 
service plan for cars with CBS may not be the 
best option. As an aside, $350 for oil and filter? I 
do hope that BMW oil was sprinkled with gold 
flakes. 

CALLING TIME
Re your “Rules are Rules” advice, you say oil 
should be changed every 12 months. I agree, 
but my BMW X5 only requires changing every 
two years. This seems way too long. To be safe, 
should I have it changed every year?
Glenn Morris, email
Our previous letter writers had a Volvo and Kia, 
each needing annual services, so that was my 
recommendation. Your BMW is different with its 
condition-based service, and if BMW says every 24 
months is sufficient, I’m not going to argue with the 
Munich boffins. But it’s your car and your money. 
Have an annual oil service if it helps peace of mind.

PRESSURE’S OFF
Re Mike Gocs reporting his new Toyota RAV4 
rides harsh, mine was also quite firm as the 
dealer set its tyre pressures at 37 psi. His may 
be the same rather than the recommended 33 
psi. Mine’s much comfier to drive at 33 psi.
Chris McDonald, email
Tyre pressure can make a huge difference to ride 
quality. I know it’s a pain to check them every 
fortnight, but it’s so important for comfort and 
tyre longevity.

SPRING IS HERE
I have a 2001 Toyota RAV4 three-door which is 
a bit bumpy if the road surface isn’t that flash. 
My mechanic says a change of suspension 
would help. Would it?
Ron Lowe, email
No doubt it would. Who knows when your RAV4 
last had new shocks and springs, and chances are 
they’re tired. These RAV4s were less “soft-road” 
back in 2001 — all had permanent all-wheel-drive 
— so ride quality can’t be compared to a modern 
RAV4. Maybe some new tyres would help too, 
but I’d stomach a less than perfect ride to keep a 
cool little three-door classic like yours.

RISK AVERSE
Re Expensive Wipeout, thank you Linda King 
for alerting me to your Isuzu MU-X navigation 
update woes. My tech-savvy grandson was 
going to update the GPS in my Isuzu, but I’ve 
decided not to take the risk. I’ll learn how to 
get maps on my iPhone for when my GPS 
system is not up to date.
Brian Lloyd, email
It would seem a reasonable request to ask your 
Isuzu dealer to perform the map update for you 
during scheduled servicing. 

YOU’RE NOT ALONE
Re Expensive Wipeout I had exactly the same 
problem with my 2017 Mazda BT-50 which 
uses the Naviextras GPS software. I was told 
the update was successful, but after returning 
the SD card into the unit it failed to register. 
Naviextras didn’t want to know and I had to 
get a new card. 
Tom Drever, email
I’ve tried contacting Naviextras to discuss a 
potential problem with their updates. It’s a 
Hungarian-based company and lists no Australian 
contact phone number. I’ve emailed them and will 
report their response as and when they make one.

SCUFF SHOCK
My 2013 Hyundai i30 has done 64,000km and 
has an engine noise. The Hyundai dealer found 
the cylinder bores were excessively scuffed 
and a new engine is needed. Hyundai’s 
customer care won’t help as the car’s out of 
warranty, but I’d have expected it to last longer 
than 64,000km. The car’s been serviced as per 
the handbook, but not always with Hyundai. 
I’m left with a car I can’t afford to fix or trade-in.
John Davis, email
That’s a very early engine failure. Hyundai  says it’s 
trying to come to “an amicable resolution” with you. 
A spokesman explained although you provided 
some invoices, they “do not include the necessary 
information required to meet our warranty criteria.” 
The information needed from your mechanic is: 
description of work done, oil brand and grade, oil 
filter brand and type, vehicle VIN and repairer’s 
licence number and ABN. Hopefully your mechanic 
can provide these to help your case with Hyundai.

R O A D S I D E  A S S I S T

WRITE TO MOTORING AT 
CARS@NEWS.COM.AU OR 

PO BOX 2808, GPO SYDNEY, 2001

IAIN CURRY GETS ANSWERS

I’m interested in the new Kia Sorento. What 
other vehicles should I be looking at in the 
$60,000 range?
Bill Heritage, email
On paper, the new Sorento looks class-leading for 
the money. Sharp styling, generous equipment, 
strong safety and a seven-year warranty would 
have it straight on my shortlist. For $60k, cross 
shop against a Mazda CX-9, Hyundai Santa Fe, 
Skoda Kodiaq or VW Tiguan Allspace. 

SIMPLE QUESTION

HAPPY 
CUSTOMER

The first world land speed record 
was set by an electric car, the 
French-built Jeantaud, which 

set the bar at 63.15kmh in 1898.
Electric vehicles (EVs) were so 

successful back then that the first six 
speed records were all electrically 
charged. But that was a long time 
ago. Since then it has been downhill 
and, unfortunately, EVs disappeared 
from the motoring landscape for half 
a century.

Today, EVs are popular among a 
small group of followers, but wider 
uptake has stalled. At one end of the 
standoff are manufacturers willing 
and able to build as many EVs as 
the market will bear. At the other 
end are governments that want EVs 
on our roads but don’t want to pay 
for the required charging station 
infrastructure.

In the middle are consumers 
waiting for the catch-22 to end. But 
how and when will that be? It’s not 
an easy situation to solve without one 
side making a costly shift before the 
other comes on board.

There are currently 28 EV models 
available in Australia, but only eight 
cost less than $65,000. That’s not 
a price many people can afford. 
Manufacturers could bring the price 
down if EVs became volume sellers. 
But how do you have one without the 
other?

Governments across the country 
need to invest in the infrastructure 
that gives motorists confidence to 
buy EVs and then the manufacturers 
will respond with more and cheaper 
models. 

It sounds simple, and it is. Come 
on politicians from all sides. Get this 
done, and get it done now.

Electric 
vehicles
IT’s Full 
speed  
ahead

Prepared by Victorian Automobile Chamber  
of Commerce in the interest of better motoring.
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