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Caravans & Motor
Homes

CARAVANS WANTED
Any condition. Anywhere

0417 373 338

Tractors &
Machinery

Munro730
AutoDriver
withTAD
system&
SideShift

Done littlework
Goodcondition

$22000
includingGST

✆ 0418501182

Call or place an ad online  
13 11 13 or buysearchsell.com.au

CA$H
For all 1970’s cars

FORDS
XW-XY-XA-XB-XC

Anycondition-Anywhere
All chromebumper cars

Statewidepickup

Phone:0409 096 225
Private collector/Restorer

OLD&DAMAGED

Cars min $250 Drive in
Complete IMLACHS

Springvale LMCT1229

☎ 1300 652 070

Four Wheel Drives

MERCEDESBENZ
ML320CDI
4MATIC

First to seewill buy
this2007model in

immaculate condition
with fullMercedes

service record

Hasonlydone
195000km’son

diesel engine.

Elderlyownerno
longer requires.

Regoand roadworthy
cert

$12,950

Call 94865126

Parts & Accessories

MERC/AUDI

PLATES

45.S

MA45S

MB45S

CLA.45

45.GLA

A00001

A0000

For details

0413 454 390

MERC/AUDI

PLATES

45.S

MA45S

MB45S

CLA.45

45.GLA

A00001

A0000

For details

0413 454 390

Motoring

Cars Wanted

I bought a Hyundai ix35 new in 2014. It had 
done 150,000km when it just stopped 
without warning. I’ve been told it needs a new 
engine, despite it being regularly serviced. I’m 
extremely disappointed an engine fails after 
only five years, and of course, its warranty 
recently expired.
David Tobin, email
Ah, the classic failure just as warranty runs out. 
Others share your pain. Hyundai responded by 
saying its investigation showed a rare engine failure 
and it agreed to install a new engine free of charge 
with warranty for an additional 12 months. Great 
work by Hyundai and an excellent result for you.

OFFENSIVE OFFER
When I was looking at buying a new Toyota 
Corolla, the dealer offered me a pathetic (and 
insulting) trade-in price of $500 for my 
200,000km 2006 Corolla wagon manual. It 
runs perfectly and only needs a cut and polish 
to make it look new. No-one seems to want 
one anymore.
Peter Mitchell, email
Not true. I maintain if you have a decent condition 
vehicle with roadworthy certificate it should sell 
privately for at least $2000. Toyota’s reliability is 
desirable, and some still covet a manual gearbox 
and wagon back. Unless you’ve no spare time at all,
get your Corolla a safety certificate then advertise 
— most classified websites give free ads for cheap 
cars. Put a “Roadworthy Toyota wagon: $2000” 
advert up in your local backpackers and it should 
sell before pub opening time.

DODGY RUBBER
A year ago I bought a new Honda HR-V VTi-S — 
a great car except for road noise from the front 
end. I thought it was a worn wheel bearing, but 
I’ve been advised it’s caused by loud tyres. Is 
this right?
Ian Fischer, email
I’ve heard from many HR-V owners reporting 
similar. Seems Honda put lesser, noisier tyres on 
the cheaper VTi and VTi-S grades. One owner, Gil 
May, said Michelin tyres solved his noise dramas. 
Michelin Primacy tyres in (your Honda’s) 215/55 

R17 size are about $175 each, or $600 in total if you 
buy all four.

PERFORMANCE ISSUES
Our Skoda Octavia RS’s warranty has nearly 
expired and we thought we should update. Is 
the new model still on track or has coronavirus 
affected it? Are there other models we should 
consider? My wife and I like manuals, cars (not 
SUVs) and nice handling. We’re considering a 
Hyundai i30N, Honda Civic Type R, Ford Focus 
ST or Golf GTI, but all are smaller than our 
Skoda. Can you help?
Bob Kent, email
Paul Pottinger from Skoda Australia said the Skoda 
factory was closed for six weeks due to coronavirus. 
“The Octavia RS launch will now be six weeks later, 
so towards the end of quarter one, 2021,” he said. 
“The RS wagon will launch simultaneously with the 
rest of the range, and the sedan (liftback) shortly 
afterwards.” Sadly, I don’t think a manual gearbox 
will be offered. Sample all from your shortlist — 
that’ll be a fun weekend. All are superb (although 
my eyes burn when I look at the Civic Type R for too 
long). Personally I’d choose the Hyundai i30N.

FUEL CRISIS
I think you need to review your attitude to E10 
fuel. Whenever it’s mentioned you comment 
you wouldn’t use it, and how your mechanic 
derides it. With respect, I’ve used it in three 
older vehicles over extended periods, plus my 
new Kia Seltos GT-Line, with absolutely no 
issues. I suspect most negative stories are 
anecdotal, and easily explained. Please 
consider updating your response, as putting 
folk off based on a mechanic’s old wives’ tales 
is doing no-one any favours.
Peter Bradley, email
Well argued point, and certainly older cars are more
at risk of problems when using E10. There’s plenty 

of science, government assurance and opinion out 
there ( just use Google) extolling the merits of E10. 
Plenty of opposing opinions too. My opinion is 
purely my own, based on discussions with 
mechanics, and I trust them more than politicians 
and fuel companies when it comes to frontline 
findings. I’m open to having my views changed, but 
I’m sticking to no E10 in my cars for the time being. 

A COVER UP
Re seat covers over seats with airbags, when I 
bought my Toyota Corolla Levin new in 2016, I 
had genuine Toyota airbag-compliant seat 
covers fitted at the dealership. Does Toyota no 
longer supply these?
Helen Moss, email
Your Levin was the only Corolla of that vintage to 
gain front seat-mounted side airbags, so well done 
for getting airbag-compliant ones. After checking 
with Toyota, they do still offer seat covers for new 
Corollas, which have been tested for seat airbag 
deployment. They cost from $228, but aren’t 
compatible with leather seated Corollas. 

STAY OR GO?
My 80,000km 2016 Mazda no longer has fixed 
price servicing. Should I take it to any service 
centre now or continue using the dealer?
Adrian Sylvester, email
Mazda has a service price calculator on its website. 
Enter your registration plate and the kilometres 
travelled and it’ll tell you the total service cost. This 
is possible for cars up to their 16th (160,000km) 
service. Compare the price with a good 
independent garage — they’ll be cheaper and 
should use Mazda approved parts for logbook 
servicing. It’s personal choice. I’d stay loyal to the 
dealer if they’ve looked after you, but you often 
get a more personal service with an independent.

R O A D S I D E  A S S I S T

WRITE TO MOTORING AT 
CARS@NEWS.COM.AU OR 

PO BOX 2808, GPO SYDNEY, 2001

IAIN CURRY GETS ANSWERS

I no longer need my Subaru Outback for 
family duties, so want to replace it with a 
smallish car — not an SUV — generally for city 
use. Any size between a Kia Picanto and 
BMW 3 Series. I want it to have modern 
touches, be zippy, handle well and have a 
manual gearbox. Do not mention CVT autos. 
Budget is around $20,000, and I’m amenable
to something a bit older if it’s a good ’un.
David Pfeiffer, email
I’d pick a VW Polo 70TSI. For $18,990 drive away 
it’s a roomy city car with punchy three-cylinder 
turbo engine and excellent handling. Decent 
safety and infotainment too. A Suzuki Swift also 
ticks your boxes, while a $17,690 Kia Picanto GT 
is tremendous value, fun and sporty, but is small 
and rides harshly. For something larger, try a 
2017 Hyundai i30 SR or the underrated 2017 
Holden Astra RS or RS-V hatch — both have 
strong turbo engines and talented chassis.

DOWNSIZING DILEMMA

GOODWILL HUNTING

As most of Australia heads back 
to work, the inevitable will 
occur — gridlocked roads, 

crowded public transport and an end 
to the social distancing that has been 
keeping almost all of us safe during 
the coronavirus situation.

Unfortunately, there simply is 
no viable answer to some of these 
problems. 

When Australia’s workforce 
is largely back in the office, the 
workshop, or work site, tens of 
thousands more people will be 
packing into buses, trams and trains, 
and driving down once lonely roads.

But one piece of the puzzle that 
seems to have been forgotten is 
the positive role motorcyclists and 
scooterists can play in keeping some 
semblance of social distancing in 
place. There are almost 900,000 
registered motorcycles and scooters 
on Australian roads. They are used in 
different ways — on farms, off-road 
recreation and for weekend escapes. 
But there is also a dedicated core of 
motorcyclists and scooterists who 
use their vehicles to commute to 
work and for those meal delivery 
services that are super popular at the 
moment.

We should all be glad that they do, 
because the alternative — tens of 
thousands more cars on our roads — 
would be unthinkable.

Motorcycles and scooters keep our 
roads, streets and carparks clearer 
than they otherwise would be, 
while also being quite cost-effective 
compared to other vehicles. So, as far 
as forms of personal transport go in 
our country, there’s a lot to be said for 
the two-wheeled kind.

On your bike
The perfecT 
sociAl 
disTAncing 
meAsure

Prepared by the Victorian Automobile Chamber  
of Commerce in the interest of better motoring.

AdVerTising feATure

Geoff Gwilym VACC CEO
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