
Call or place an ad online  
13 11 13 or buysearchsell.com.au

Caravans & Motor
Homes

Motoring

CARAVANS WANTED
Any condition. Anywhere

0417 373 338

Cars Wanted

OLD&DAMAGED

Cars min $250 Drive in
Complete IMLACHS

Springvale LMCT1229

☎ 1300 652 070

Clutter, be gone! Sell your old stuff at Buy Search Sell.

CA$H
For all 1970’s cars

FORDS
XW-XY-XA-XB-XC

Anycondition-Anywhere
All chromebumper cars

Statewidepickup

Phone:0409 096 225
Private collector/Restorer

Cars Wanted Four Wheel Drives

MERCEDESBENZ
ML320CDI
4MATIC

First to seewill buy
this2007model in

immaculate condition
with fullMercedes

service record

Hasonlydone
195000km’son

diesel engine.

Elderlyownerno
longer requires.

Regoand roadworthy
cert

$14,950

Call 94865126

Parts & Accessories

MERC/AUDI

PLATES

45.S

MA45S

MB45S

CLA.45

45.GLA

A00001

A0000

For details

0413 454 390

MERC/AUDI

PLATES

45.S

MA45S

MB45S

CLA.45

45.GLA

A00001

A0000

For details

0413 454 390

Tractors &
Machinery

JohnDeere
2017model

30,36ETractor
4 in1,Canopy&

carry all. 150hrsonly
Excellent condition

$25,000ONO


Munro/ Side shift
andTADsystem
(Tractor added

down force)
Tosuit autodriver.

Goodcondition

$5,900 includGST

✆ 0418501182

I’m looking at buying a base model Toyota 
Corolla. Would it be better to buy before June 
30 or wait until the end of the year? Will there 
be better bargains in December?
Peter Mitchell, email
It’s impossible to know, but with lean sales in 
recent months due to coronavirus, dealers will be 
desperate to shift stock. A Corolla Ascent Sport 
(auto gearbox) is $28,245 drive-away, but try your 
luck negotiating down. For guaranteed long-term 
money saving, pay $1300 more and get the Hybrid
version — it uses 4.2L/100km versus the petrol — 
only 6L/100km.

UNDERCOVER WARNING
Can I fit seat covers to my 2019 Toyota Camry? 
The front seats have airbags so I want to make 
sure they still work properly and I won’t 
invalidate my insurance.
Michael Lucini, email
Excellent question. You must check if your seats 
have airbags — many modern cars do, including 
your Camry. Ask your dealer, read your manual or 
looks for “SRS” badges on the seat to confirm. If 
yes, don’t fit conventional slip-on covers or the 
consequences could be disastrous. Many 
aftermarket covers today feature a slit in the sides 
— or have stitching that bursts open — to allow the 
airbag to deploy. ANCAP doesn’t test any 
aftermarket products, and ANCAP spokeswoman 
Rhianne Robson says: “With any modification or 
alteration, it is important to ensure that in-built 
safety systems are not compromised.” I feel the 
chance of incorrect fitment (or the chance of 
them moving during use) is too high to justify 
covers on such seats. I can’t find a car brand 
offering genuine accessory covers for seats with 
airbags. That speaks volumes.

ANTI-DIESEL
Will the new Ford Ranger have a petrol engine 
as an option? I’m not keen on diesels.
Shane Roberts, email
Not for a 4WD Ranger … unless it was a petrol-
hybrid. Some form of electrification will be in utes 
in coming years. If you’re keen on a petrol ute, 
maybe have a look at the new Jeep Gladiator.

LIFE SAVING CALL
The debate about “electronic crap” in modern 
cars is understandable, but I think the greatest 
contributor in reducing the road toll is the 
mobile phone. Emergency workers will tell you 
response time to an accident is most critical. 
Increased mobile ownership and coverage 
means it’s the unsung hero in saving lives on 
our roads.
Ron Ashmore, email
Really good point but it gives with one hand and 
takes with the other. Far too many accidents are 
caused by drivers being distracted by phones.

WHY BUY GERMAN?
Re Harry Mistry’s search for a reliable second-
hand luxury car, forget the BMW, Mercedes or 
Audi and buy a Lexus. Legendary Toyota 
quality and longevity, loaded with technology 
and a smooth luxury ride.
Brad Midson, email
Fair call. Lexus averaged customer satisfaction of 
98 per cent for the 12 months to May 2019 
according to market researcher Roy Morgan. For 
the record, Volvo was next (95 per cent), then 
Isuzu Ute, Subaru and Mazda (all 94 per cent).

ALL IN THE DETAIL
Our son recently bought a used ute from a 
dealer with an agreement it would come full of 
fuel and detailed. He was put under huge 
pressure to buy the dealer’s window tinting, 
rust proofing, extended servicing and to take 
out a loan rather than pay cash. He declined all. 
On collecting the car, no fuel or detail. They 
eventually filled the tank, but still no detail. 
Why do they break promises and how should 
we handle it?
Megan Cahill, email
Was the promise of fuel and a detail in a written 
contract? If so, suggest Fair Trading will take a look. 
If it was a verbal agreement, you’re relying on their 
honesty, which appears lacking in this case. Give 
them no business in future. Simple. Take your 
services and any future car purchases elsewhere. 
Honest dealers are out there.

ABANDONED CAR
Re Time Sensitive, you advised a car doing 
4000km still needed its oil service every six 
months. How about my 1997 Mazda 323 that’s 
lucky to do 100km a year? How often do I need 
to change the oil and filter?

Dennis Wood, email
Please don’t tell me you’re paying rego on that car, 
Dennis? I advise no more oil changes — just sell it 
and free up garage space! If you must keep it, 
same applies. Oil degrades through use or time. 
Change it every six months.

MELTING MAZDA
We’ve owned a 2009 Mazda3 SP25 since new, 
it’s only travelled 50,000km and has had no 
issues except recently the dashboard is 
literally melting. It has a sticky surface and 
glare is an issue, and Mazda has said it’s not 
covered under warranty. I’ve been told a 
replacement dashboard and labour will cost 
$800 — a reduced rate for goodwill. The 
Mazda dealer advised the warranty was 
extended to ten years for this very dashboard 
issue, but this was never brought to our 
attention at previous services.
Greg Peloso, email
Sadly, Mazda Australia won’t give us comment on 
individual cases. The melting dashboard is a 
known issue on this generation Mazda, and some 
owners have been given complimentary 
replacement dashboards but asked to pay labour. 
My research suggests all have been under ten 
years old, so you just miss out. If your dash wasn’t 
melting before, I understand why the dealer didn’t 
instigate a precautionary fix. You could try the 
ACCC but it’s a big ask for a 2009 vehicle. Try 
Mazda Australia again, citing the number of times 
they’ve helped customers with just this issue. If no 
joy, a good dash mat’s your best solution.

LIMITED CHOICE
We’ve had a good run with our 2015 Holden 
Commodore SV6 Storm wagon, but want to 
replace it with another wagon of similar size. If 
Holden still made them we’d have the same 
again. Any recommendations?
Alan Sandilands, email
Large wagons are rare as rocking horse poo today, 
but the Skoda Superb Wagon (from $45,690 drive 
away) is a whopper. The entry-level has only 
162kW compared to your SV6 Storm’s 210kW, but 
its 350Nm of torque (it’s turbocharged) matches 
your Holden. The Skoda’s pretty loaded too. If you 
can handle smaller, look at the evergreen Mazda6 
wagon, but the zestier 2.5-litre turbo engine 
version costs more than $50,000. 

R O A D S I D E  A S S I S T

WRITE TO MOTORING AT 
CARS@NEWS.COM.AU OR 

PO BOX 2808, GPO SYDNEY, 2001

IAIN CURRY GETS ANSWERS

Why can’t electric cars have rooftop solar 
panels and charge while driving? 
Allan Partridge, email
It’s been tried, but even Elon Musk said: “The 
least efficient place to put solar is on the car.” 
Today’s solar panels aren’t efficient enough and 
would generate such a small amount of 
electricity you’d only boost range by a few 
kilometres after a full day in the sun. Not worth it 
for the cost and weight they add.

PANEL SHOW

TIME CRISIS

The coronavirus situation 
has brought change and 
unprecedented challenges to 

our shores, and, as a result, I believe 
it has also brought the Australian 
spirit out in full force. 

As a country we have shown great 
resilience and the ability to adjust to 
a new way of life — including how we 
interact with others, work, buy and 
even how we choose to move around.

Government restrictions may be 
easing but community concerns 
about hygiene and health remain. 
Consequently, some Australians are 
re-evaluating how they plan to travel 
from A to B.

Results of a recent carsales.com 
survey suggest that car ownership 
may see a spike, as people become 
less comfortable with the idea of 
public transport and ride-share 
services post-coronavirus. 

Of almost 3000 Australians 
surveyed, 45 per cent of non-car 
owners admitted their primary 
transport preferences had changed. 
Additionally, 38 per cent of non-car 
owners were ‘definitely’ likely to 
consider buying. But it’s not only 
motorists rethinking their options, 
dealers — just like auto businesses 
across the country — are taking a 
holistic view of the situation and 
adapting in order to provide the best, 
safest service possible. 

Owning a car was once seen as a 
symbol of freedom and wealth for 
many Australians, though in recent 
years there has been a value shift 
with the emergence of subscription 
services and a ‘convenience is 
king’ mentality. But it does seem 
like Australians may be seriously 
reconsidering. It will be interesting 
what other societal changes begin 
to reveal themselves, and how it will 
shape Australia into the future.

Shifting values
The road 
ahead may 
be full of 
surprises

Prepared by the Victorian Automobile Chamber  
of Commerce in the interest of better motoring.
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