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Dear Sir/Madam, 

Professional Engineers Registration Bill 2019 

The Victorian Automobile Chamber of Commerce (VACC) is writing on behalf of its members who will be 
directly or indirectly affected by the passing of the Professional Engineers Registration Bill 2019 (the Bill). 
This includes automotive and mechanical engineers, automotive repairers, dealerships, speciality vehicle 
builders or any other business that requires certification of compliance with Vehicle Standards Bulletin 14. 

VACC has maintained its opposition to the Bill and restates our position to assist you in making an 
informed decision before the vote is taken to the Victorian Legislative Council. 

To be very clear, VACC fully endorses safe workplaces and safety practices. This is never in question. 
The proposed Bill, however, does nothing to improve safety practices, reduce risk or increase consumer 
confidence. 

Instead, the Bill will substantially increase costs for consumers and businesses, increase liability for 
practicing engineers, force highly trained engineers to consider leaving the profession and push business 
over the border. 

Drafted without proper industry consultation, there is absolutely no conclusive evidence to suggest the Bill 
will benefit the profession, consumers or the community. 

VACC makes the following important points regarding the proposed Bill for your consideration. 

1. Registration does not make the profession or industry safer.

2. There are already regulatory bodies overseeing engineers' work.

3. It will drive up costs for consumers and government.

4. It will penalise women and others taking leave while in the profession.

5. Registered engineers carry all the risk.

6. The Bill encourages vexatious claims.

7. The Bill will apply to past and present engineering work.

8. Mandatory 'codes of conduct' are still secret.

9. Non-engineers making 'engineering' decisions can be penalised.

1 O. The Bill substantially increases red-tape.








